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The work was to investigate the mechanism of how the HIV- I virus is replicated in cells. Funds 
were used to support Ms Luping Yang, a graduate student. Ms Yang investigated what part of the 
cellular protein EIA I2s influences the Tat protein, a virus encoded protein that activates 
transcription from a HIV- I promoter. She constructed a set of plasmids that expressed different 
parts of the E1A-12s protein. Each of these plasmids was co-transfected into tissue culture cells 
with a plasmid containing the HIV -I promoter behind the reporter gene, chloramphenicol 
transacetylase, and a plasmid that expressed the Tat protein. Her results showed that the amino 
terminal part of the EIA-12s protein inhibits Tat activation. 
